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THE READING TABLE 
Behind the Footlights. By Charles Chambers 
Mather, Alice Howard Spaulding, and Melita 
Hamilton Skillen. Newark, N. J.: Silver, Bur- 
dett and Company, 1935. Pp. 495. xii. $1.72: 
This book on the technique of the theatre, 
by three teachers of dramatics, working 
under widely varying conditions in three 
different secondary schools, would make an 
interesting addition to the library of any di- 
rector of dramatics. Written primarily for 
use in secondary schools, its thorough dis- 
cussion of the principles of acting indi- 
cates profitable use in colleges and little 
theatre groups. Since its major stress is on 
the problems of acting, this book admirably 
supplements Milton Smith's The Book of 
Play Production, which emphasizes the 
problems of staging. 
Behind the Footlights is divided into 
three parts, of which the second is by 
far the most interesting and significant: 
1. Background for the Appreciation of 
Plays; 2. Developing the Techniques In- 
volved in Acting; 3. Preparing for the Pro- 
duction. Most of the material of Parts One 
and Three is more satisfactorily treated in 
other books, but the second part, intelligent- 
ly illustrated, written simply and clearly, is 
as good a handbook on acting as may be 
found anywhere. The illustrations through- 
out the book, though not always well- 
chosen, are in the main very helpful. A 
rather arbitrary bibliography of books 
about the theatre, play lists, and directories 
of theatrical supply companies is also in- 
cluded. 
Argus Tresidder 
Social Change and Education, Department of 
Superintendence, Thirteenth Yearbook. Wash- 
ington, D. C.: The Department of Superin- 
tendence of the National Education Associa- 
tion. 1935. Pp. 383. $2.00. 
This is a comprehensive review of the 
major social and economic problems af- 
fecting education today. Such are, per- 
haps, of special significance, because they 
deal with what is probably the most impor- 
tant and basic influence in the educational 
program. The Committee makes sugges- 
tions, helpful in securing adjustments to 
these almost too rapid changes; however, 
it offers no claim to the Yearbook's being a 
curriculum in social studies. The fact that 
each chapter is signed indicates that there 
are divergent opinions among the Commit- 
tee—a situation that provides food for dis- 
cussion as well as for further thought and 
investigation. After all, as it points out, 
the need is not necessarily educating to meet 
these identical problems, but so educating 
in flexibility and accuracy of thinking as to 
develop poise and efficiency, whatever the 
problem and whatever the change. "Edu- 
cators must be students of the processes of 
child learning." 
The book sets forth interpretations of so- 
cial, economic, political, and educational 
organization from conflicting viewpoints: 
self-interest, group welfare, and the com- 
plementary need of the one for the other- 
radical, conservative, liberal, or a combina- 
tion of all. And then invites its readers to 
decide which! It, likewise, offers three in- 
terpretations of the ten social trends which 
it designates. 
One is interested in the new American 
philosophy of education suggested, in 
which the author states that "for the educa- 
tional statesman, faced with a social crisis, 
philosophizing is not a luxury; it is a pro- 
fessional necessity." Too, one is interested 
in the implications these social and economic 
changes have upon education in general and 
upon the specific aspects, such as the young 
child, the youth, the adult, and the teacher. 
In truth, the volume is so full of profes- 
sional meat that no progressive leader or 
teacher can afford to leave it unread. 
Bessie J. Lanier 
Basic Student Activities. By Joseph Roemer, 
Charles Allen, and Dorothy Yarnell. Newark, 
N. J.: Silver, Burdett and Company. 1935. 
362 pp. $2.20. 
The purpose of this volume is to present 
the nature of and suggest answers to such 
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problems as grow out of the task of admin- 
istering home rooms, clubs, and assemblies 
in junior and senior high schools. The au- 
thors believe that these three units of high 
school activities determine to a large extent 
the success of other extra-class activities 
and the morale of the school. 
It recognizes the fact that in most schools 
the responsibility for such activities is 
placed upon teachers who already have full 
programs and who have not had special 
training for such activities. Its suggestions, 
therefore, are practical and call for a mini- 
mum of the teacher's time. 
C. P. Shorts 
Redirecting Education. Volume II. Edited by 
Rexford G. Tugwell. New York City; Colum- 
bia University Press. 1935. 261 pp. $3.00. 
Redirecting Education, Vol. I, was devot- 
ed to the situation and outlook of education 
in the United States. Volume II considers 
the social objectives of education in Ger- 
many, England, France, Soviet Russia, 
Italy, Denmark, and Canada. It outlines 
clearly the influences upon education of the 
political ideals of Communism and Fascism 
in Russia and Italy respectively. In Ger- 
many the effect of political changes on Ger- 
man education is considered, with a contrast 
of Republican and Nazi objectives and a 
study of vocational education under the 
Third Reich. 
It is fascinating reading to anyone inter- 
ested in comparative education. 
C. P. Shorts 
New World of Chemistry. By Bernard _ Jaffe, 
Chairman, Department of Physical Sciences, 
Bushwick High School, New York City, New 
York: Silver Burdett and Company. 1935. 596 
pp. $1.80. 
A recent publication of a usable high 
school text in chemistry, its three outstand- 
ing features are: interesting historical in- 
troduction to the discoveries in chemistry; 
an early introduction of the value of math- 
ematics in practical chemistry; and many 
actual photographs of chemical plants, 
equipment, and natural deposits of miner- 
als, etc. 
Reference and additional reading cita- 
tions at the end of each chapter are well 
chosen, and consist mainly of semi-technical 
publications, the contents of which can be 
readily understood by the immature student 
of chemistry. 
H. G. Pickett 
Laboratory and Workbook Units in Chemistry. 
By Maurice U. Ames, Chairman, Department 
of Physical Sciences, George Washington High 
School, and Bernard Jaffe, Chairman, Depart- 
ment of Physical Sciences, Bushwick High 
School, New York City. New York: Silver, 
Burdett and Company. Nonconsumable edition, 
$1.08. Consumable edition, 84 cents. 
This work is available in two formats. 
One is arranged for the detachment of 
worksheets to be handed in by students 
after completion. The other, the non-con- 
sumable edition, has the usual cloth binding 
and a smaller page. The units contained in 
the workbook are comprehensive and cover 
the usual scope of general chemistry for 
secondary school. 
Observations, questions, supplementary 
exercises and conclusions are, for the most 
part, of the completion type. 
H. G. Pickett 
Beginning Problems in Mechanical Draw- 
ing. By Charles A. Bennett, Peoria, 111.: The 
Manual Arts Press. 1934. 92 pp. 48 cents. 
This text begins at the beginning, takes 
nothing for granted, in subject matter or 
drawings. It is clearly and simply writ- 
ten and planned in proper continuity of 
thought: the problem is studied, then 
drawn, then applied. Especially do I like 
the home project idea, which unites the 
school and the home in complete co-opera- 
tion. Indeed, of what greater value is any 
education than its material application? 
A. K. Hopkins 
Making Christmas Pictures. A Primer Work- 
book. By Harriet Mason Hodge. An Easter 
Party and Summer Fun. Workbooks for Lit- 
tle Folks. By Margaret L. White. New York: 
American Book Company. 1935. Pp. 32 each. 
These little workbooks in reading com- 
bine practice in reading with the drawing 
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of figures which are to be colored by the 
child. The outline pictures already found 
in the book are to be colored also. Motiva- 
tion is increased by the use of holiday sub- 
ject matter. The paper upon which they 
are printed lends itself to drawing and 
there are directions for using the books and 
definite word lists on the inside covers. 
B. J. L. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
The college opened its twenty-eighth ses- 
sion September 23, with a total enrolment 
of 747. While complete data has not yet 
been released from the registrar's office, the 
student body includes a very large group of 
freshmen and transfers from the Savage 
School of Physical Education in New York. 
The senior class this year is the largest one 
in the history of the institution. 
The Honorable Virginius Shackelford, a 
member of the State Board of Education, 
spoke at convocation exercises October 2. 
"It is my fixed opinion after some study 
and much observation," said the speaker, 
"that the teachers colleges of Virginia, 
through what they give their students, re- 
turn larger dividends to the state than any 
other state supported institutions, and are 
therefore Virginia's best investment." 
A grant of $150,000 has been made by 
the Public Works Administration for a new 
dormitory at H. T. C., President S. P. 
Duke announced at convocation exercises. 
It was also announced that the student 
fund committee had appropriated $2,700 
for a large school bus to be used by Har- 
risonburg students. 
Bohumir Kryl, renowned cornetist, and 
his Symphony Band opened the lyceum 
course with a concert Saturday evening, 
October 12. Several outstanding soloists 
were included on the program. 
Plans for the reorganization of Stratford 
Dramatic Club were launched the first week 
in October when approximately 200 stu- 
dents signed up to serve an apprenticeship 
in various phases of dramatics at a meet- 
ing called by Bertha Jenkins, president, fol- 
lowing assembly. 
The reorganization of the club is under 
the leadership of Dr. Argus Tresidder, for- 
merly of the theatrical staff of Cornell Uni- 
versity, who was added to the faculty fol- 
lowing the resignation of Miss Ruth Hud- 
son. Dr. Tresidder has announced that it is 
the plan of Stratford to give more students 
an opportunity to share in dramatics on this 
campus; an associate membership is there- 
fore being opened for those interested in 
fields of dramatics other than acting. 
The first play this fall has been an- 
nounced as "Nine till Six"; it is now in 
rehearsal. 
Six members of the Athletic Council 
were elected at the last meeting of the stu- 
dent body. These are: hocky sports leader, 
Margaret Thompson, Lexington; swimming 
sports leader, Marguerite Holder, Winston- 
Salem, N. C.; tennis sports leader, Lucy 
Clarke, Catalpa; basketball sports leader, 
Helen Irby, Blackstone; baseball sports 
leader, Myra Pittman, Gates, N. C.; and 
golf sports leader, Janie Miner, Meridian, 
Miss. 
In a fast game ending in a 21-19 score, 
the old girls were downed by the new girls 
for the first time in several years in the an- 
nual Old Girl-New Girl basketball game, 
Saturday evening, October 5. 
The annual conquest of Massanutten 
Peak was accomplished by several hundred 
students under President Duke's leadership 
on Saturday, October 12. 
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